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VIVA PALMER!
by Edward Z. Epstein

Enthusiasm, passion, determination, humaor - B. Palmer
Baker, Ji. possesses tham all. His emofiond response and com-
mitmant to lce Theotre of Mew York hos hod on indelible
impoct on the nurturing end development of the Company:

Mo fon ot the Houston Oilers cheers more apprecio-
tively than Polmer ohter skoters hove performed: no host has
been more grocious on the mony occosions the Boker oport
ment in Mew York hos been the site for lce Theate gathesings.
{in is with typical understotement that Polmer, if queried, will
shyly reveal that several of fhe exguisie painkings on the wall
have been created by his dauvghter, Mary, Twe of her large
canvases, breathbaking londscapes, reside in his Mew York
clfice. Mary's young son, notes Palmer with pride, "is o hol-
shet litle league shortviop and pilcher and is alreody & werdd
elass juggler.”)

It weats indirectty through his family thot Polmer ook
infarest in skating; but it wos a circuitows rowe.

Troy, Mew York, an indusirial center, lies on the east
bonk of the Hudson River about 7 miles northeast of Albany.
R. Palmer Baker Jr., son of Canadian parents, wos bom and
raised in Troy, where he went 8o prep school, His father was
Dean of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Insfine.

Palmer greduoted from Hervord and enrclled in law
school just prior o Wordd Wor Il *1 went into the first V7
Maval Training program, and got my Reserve Commission in
1940, The end of my finst year ol low school | got colled up
ta octive duty, served in the MNovy four yoor. got maried,
came to Mew York and begon my low corees.”

Palmer spent most of his professional life in the firm of
Lord, Day ond Llord, where he become o senior managing
partner. He retired from the compony in the lote 1980,
epened his own office and consulting proctice in estate plon-
ning and for the past several years hos been on execulor of
the estole of Danie! Ludwig. *| spend o subsionfial pori of my
fime: o4 the chairman of his rustees and os the choirman of the
Luchwig Institnute for Concer Resaarch, which is an internotionl
cancer resecrch insfituhe. ®

Palmer became inlerested in skating “when | was in
my sarly 40s," he recalls, "when my daughier was af Chapin,
cnd she and her hiends skaled in the Junior Club of the Mew
York Skating Club in the lirst doys of Sky Rink of 33rd Stroet.”

A passionate fly Fsherman and skiing enthusiast, he
begaon skafing only because his wile, Alma, wasn't mad about
tha slopes. A nobed interior designer, the lafe Mrs. Boker wos-
n't onxious ka boand a train or o bus, ovel up to Viermond "o
wherever’| on Friday night and "beat my way back Sunday
nightl®

Palmer mede a joyiul discovery: "Skating is 3o
much fun, when you get loose and really get going,
it's o really great feeling!® As o youth, with his pals,

he'd shoted on hockey skafes, "and got the big ubalor racing
skotes. But the Erst poir of figure skates | put on my leet | rent-
ed of Rockefeller Center rink, ond | gof one of the guys there
fo skote grownd with me and decided, “Hey. there might be
someshing in fhisl™

There ware Solurdays spent with fomily ord Fiends
"ot the rink of the old tennis club on the Eost Side. We used 1o
go Bwre, hove o homburger ond o CocoColo and hack
around on the icel” Joan Scribner was o fellow enthusioat.

Faolmer developed on interest in ice doncing [" now
hewe two ovocofions,” he soys with o smile, "fly fishing and
ice dancing”], and begon toking "o few lessons” first with

"Around 1984," he recolls, "o the 33rd Streed rink, |
saw o very oocomplished skater who proceeded to perform
both fe mon's ond the woman's part of the Argentine Tango,
and | thought it weos the very bes! longo I'd ever seen skated.”
The skofer wos Moire Morh. "So, in due course” recalls
Polmes, "1 bagon foking lessons with Maira."

Pressed for hard odvice for adult beginness, Palmer
doesn’t minoe words: "Don’t stast unlass you start with o good
teacher; don't underrote the volue of learming the bosics.
Orherwise, you spend oll of your time geting rid of mistokes,
weoknesses thot would not be troubling you if you'd dealt with
them ecrlier”)

Thot summer of 1984, Moira North, a gold medaliat,
was embaorking on what would bacome the adventure of a life-
time: she concened kee Theatre of Mew York, on orgonization
devoed o orfishic ice skating, and to having it recognized as
a performance art form.

Polmer obasrved the skoters Mairo was warking with,
"ond redlired whot o remendous lode of tolent was in those
skoters - ond they hod no ploce o perform.”

He become on ovid champion ond supporter of lce
Thentre, and believes that what Ms. Morth and her calleagues
hovn crected hos hod on enormous and influential impact on
higure skoking.

"kee Thealre iz o ue company,” declares Polmer, "It's
theilling 15 observe how the ensemble continually renaws itsolf,
how the chorengrophy hos on efectiveness ond clarity that |
think i brilliont. And they’ve bean able to da this via the dou-
ble devotion (1) to the techniques of skating; and, (2}, to the
idea that it is o wnigue ond dramatic form of the performing
m.

B hos not exoctly been on "eosy" underioking.
Poimer views the recent esfablishment of lce Theotre as the res-
ident compony of Chelsea Pers as "on imporiont slep in the
life of the compary, becouse in no ploce excep! New York
could you hove o company quite like it..."

“Mew York, with #'s many aftributes i musc, Theoler,
donce, ond the rest, provides o bockground and culture which
aftoct new skolers ond chorsographers inte the group, as
ofbers ‘groducte.’ And ofter skoling with Ice Theotre ond

spending fime in MNew York, they've developed into
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For Palmer, involvemant with lce Theotre coatinues 1o
be a richly rewarding esparience. He was fhrilled when the
company appeared of the Aids Benefit ond lor the First Hime
skated at Madison Square Garden. "There wasn't o mere v
aling piece skated than “Black lce'," he exclaims enthusicsti-
cally.

Palmer pouses thoughthully while reflocting on his
vision For the future of lce Theatre: He i of cowrse looking for
word fo an increase in the number of home perlormances of
Chelsea Piers, bul "the next real jump,” he declores, "is to find
@ television sponsoned vehicle - | think lce Theotre has the cred-
ibility ond bodkground 1o become very successhel in fhis
venue,”

As alwoys, Polmer will be behind the effon with char-
acleristic enthusiosm, possion, delermination ond  humor-
VIVA PALMER!

__’_ -

Edward Z. Epstein's lotest book, BORM TO SKATE: The
MICHELLE KWAN Story, will be published by Ballanfine in
Maovember, A skating  enthusiost singe childhood, Epstein s
a former Middle-Adanic Stawes Movice chompson
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